Abstract: Southern Africa has been recognized as one of the most interesting and important areas of the world from an ecological and evolutionary point of view. The establishment and development of the National Vegetation Database (NVD) of South Africa (GIVD ID AF-ZA-001) has contributed to environmental planning and conservation management in this floristically unique region. The NVD was developed using TURBOVEG and has been moved to MS Access. It currently contains 279 datasets, 47,466 vegetation plots (relevés) sharing 11,759 plant taxa and containing 1,064,100 species occurrence records. More than 80% of the studies use the BraunBlanquet method. The NVD was primarily founded to serve vegetation classification and mapping goals but has also been an important tool in conservation assessment, target setting, production of the National Vegetation Map, National Forest Type Classification, South African National Biodiversity Assessment, Forest Type Conservation Assessment. However, the use of the current NVD in multidisciplinary research has certainly not been fully explored. Well-trained vegetation surveyors are needed so that the NVD will continue to be purpose driven and serve the needs of biological survey in pursuit of sustainable use of the vegetation and flora resources of the southern African subcontinent.
